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w People Of Aundh, Baner & Balewadi Fear That Groundwater Table Will Be Affected

Tarini.Puri@timesaroup.com

Pune: Baner and Balewadi
have probably seenmost road
conereting works in the city
in thelast few years. What be-
gan with the main Baner Ro-
ad in 2008, for Commonwe-
alth Youth Games, continues
tilldate.

Ten major roads in the
area have been concreted in-
cluding Baner to Cummins,
Parr Card Club to highway,
Miteon, Euthica, Sanewadi
(Sarja to Ambedkar statue)
and Medipoint Hospital to
Ganapati temple. Going be-
yond the plush look of the
newly developing residential
and commercial pockets in
thearea, manylocalshavequ-
estioned the need to fast-
track road concreting at the
cost of groundwater deple-
tion and declining tree cover.

Increased height of roadsal- .

so means the rain water will
gush into housing societies.

Baner Road resident Anu-
radha Barpande said, “The
rain water will not percolate
through these roads. This
willresult indepletion of gro-
und watertable, Theconcrete
roads have also increased
overallheat inarea. There se-
ems to be agenerallack of ini-
tiative among the local politi-
¢dans regarding communica-
ting with thelocals. It simply
comes down to senselessly
using up allocated funds.”

Anil Mandrupkar, whose
officeis in Balewadi, believes
that rapid concreting is affec-
ting the area’s ecological ba-
lance. “Water does not seep
into the ground, so there is
hardly any scope for planta-
tion, Concrete roads also ab-
sorb more heat, thus adding
to the temperature rise. The
whole area has turned into a

NUMERICALLY SPEAKING

» Cost of concrete road:
¥2,300-2,500/ square
metre

» Cost of bitumen road:
31,300/ square metre
(To be done once in

.three years) B

» Cost of Ultra Thin
White Topping (For
concreting existing
bitumen roads): T800/-
square metre

> Cost of relaying/
repairing bitumen road:
T400-500/ square metre

> Road length
concreted

in Baner-Balewadi-
Aundh: 80km

» Time required for
concreting: 6 months
for 1 km road length
(200 metres occupied
at any given time) P

» Basic criterion for
concreting a road:
Total width

< 18 metres

Oﬁ Ten major roads have been

concreted here, which have
‘completely transformed the entire area.
Concrete roads will ensure there is no
repeated digging as all utilities are
placed on the sides. For construction of
these roads, we are using water from
the sewage treatment plant

Baburao Chandere | NCP CORPORATOR

ﬁﬂ zc n_ﬁmz groups or associations
were consulted before starting the
road work. The new roads absorb more
heat and, as a result, the temperature in
our area remains high even in the
evening. In the name of concreting, the
civic body has not only uprooted trees, .
but also blocked fresh water streams like '
Dev Nadi which cannot flow downstream-
anymore. We need a blue and green area
—not a concrete one. The work is driven
by contractors’ interests

Anupam Saraph | A MEMBER OF AUNDH VIKAS
MANDAL AND BANER AREA SABHA
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Road works have never been no:m in

such a frenzy for years in the city. m__m__i ==._.
Over a 100 arterial roads, lanes and

bylanes are being done over with cement concrete.
Work is going on simultaneously on several roads in
one area putting residents to severe inconvenience.
Every commuter is at the receiving end of the dust,
noise and traffic snarls when roads are blocked.

Do vou think Pune needs concrete
roads when asphalting can suffice?

E timesofindiaindiatines.com

E Type SO <space> concrete <space> YES or NO

<space> your views and name. SMS to 58888

E To speakoutpune @timesgroup.com with

‘concrete’ mentioned in the subject line

cement jungle,” he says.
Banerresident Sonali Rao
said, “A good seven to eight
km roads up to the highway
are being reworked in my

" area. While I appreciate the
fact that concrete roads will
‘free us of frequently brea-

king and pothole-filled bitu-
men roads, I am also concer-

ned about the run off of rain-
water which-will not be able
to percolate intothe ground,”

Shramik Shevate, junior
engineer (roads) in the PMC,

said,

ning a bitumen road works

, “Cost-wise, maintai-

ads of the area whichare mo-
re than 18m wide. A provision

out to be more expensive in
the long run. Anyway, we are
focusing only on the main ro-

has been made on road sides
forstorm water drainssothat
therainwater percolates.”

Residents want greenery not cement roads
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Pune: Better coordination
among civic departments and
timely completion of prejects
will go a long way in reducing
inconvenience caused to citi-
zens, say activists.

Some have also questioned
the sudden rush of work in the
last quarter of every financial
year: The PMC takes up most
works in January and tend to
speed up by March-end tofinish
itany how before monsoon. The
sudden, incessant digging of ro-
ads, usually done multiple ti-
mes in a short span of time, isa
sign of poor planning and
complete apathy towards peo-
ple’sneeds, activistssay

Qaneez Sukhrani, secretary
of Nagrik Cheina Manch, said,
“The department should main-
tain a schedule/record in con-
junction with other depart-
ments detailing the type of sur-
facing done on each road and
the defect-liability period of the
contractor. Till that time, the ro-
ad should not be tampered with
atall”

“Corporators suddenly wa-
ke up tolapsing budgeted funds.
They want to Took good' for
themselves and their party by
showing a good report card of
work done, That’s why re-appro-
priation of funds is hastily app-
roved,” Sukhrani added.

One contractor taking up
multiple projects in different
areas tends to slow down work
everywhere, points out Vivek
Velankar, president of Sajag
Nagrik Manch. “The biggest
problem is the lack of coordina-
tion between different depart-
ments. Ideally they should
complete all paperwork during
the monsoon months so that the
work can begin in October: Here
too, information boards are a
nust at site of every road work,

POOR PLANNING?

Theseboards should providede-
tails of the contractor and start
and end date of the project. The
civic body also needs a central-
ized monitoring cell to keep
track of theongoing works,” Ve-

 lankarsaid.

“The work gets delayed only
because of lack of funds,” said
Rajendra Raut, head of thecivic
roads department. “This year,
we have got a two-month exten-
sionand we will be able tocomp-
lete all the work,” he said.

According to civic officials,
several unofficial requests have
been made to the state govern-
ment to permanently change
the financial year for the civic
body: “We have appealed to per-
manently end the financial year
in June rather than March as
most work happens during this
time. Road laying work cannot
start till the drainage and water
pipeline work is on, which usu-
ally gets pushed to February
and March. We can continue to
end the administrative work in
March but this way at least the
money wouldn't lapse,” the offi-
cial said on the condition of ano-
nymity

RTI activist Vijay xﬁdgmw
calls itaresult of lack of financi-
aldiscipline. “A special external
audit of the civicbody’sfinanci-
al transactions is needed ur-
gently,” said Kihbhar




